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Theoretical approach 

 

Globalization (Beck, 2001) -  Glocalization 
(Robertson, 1995) 

 

Invention of tradition (Hobsbawm and Ranger, 
1983) 

 

Selective tradition (Williams, 1961) 

 



Methodology 

Qualitative 
Interviews (107 semi structured interviews)  
Participant observation 
 

Quantitative 
543 questionnaires (high schools in Korčula, Blato, Vela 
Luka)  
 
Field research: June and September 2008; February 
2009 



Research question(s) 

Impacts of tourism on the everyday life on the 
island of Korčula - anthropological perspective 

 
Geographical  

Litoralisation 
Economical  

Economic prosperity 
Job opportunities  
Real estates 

 



   
Κόρκυρα Μέλαινα  (Korkira Melaina) 

•272 km2 
 

•16 182 inhabitants   
 

•1898 – early days of tourism 
 

•1912 – first hotel / marketing 
 

•after WW I-organized tourism 
 

•after WW II-massive tourism 
 

•BRANDING? 
 

• sward dances 
• (selective tradition) 
 

• Marco Polo’ s island (?) 
• (invention of tradition) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Sword dance: Moreška 
 
 

Korčula town 



Sward dance: Kumpanija, Kumpanjija, Moštra 
 

Pupnat, Žrnovo, Blato, Vela Luka, Smokvica, Čara 



Marco Polo′s isle (?) 

 

In 1298 Marco Polo was 
taken prisoner by the 
Genovese in the naval 
battle of Korčula, between 
the Venetian and Genovese 
states 
 
+ 
 
Depolo family name is 
common in Korčula city –
De Polo (!) 
 
= 
 
TEXTBOOK EXAMPLE OF 
THE INVENTION OF 
TRADITION (Habsbawm and 
Ranger 1983) 

   
 



 

 

 

 

It is a public secret that this is 
a lie! 

The lady from X, she put a label 
on the house stating that it is 
Marco Polo’s house and made a 
brand out of it…. 

Here the DEPOLO family exists, 
from which, it is assumed, Marco 
Polo originates, but this house 
doesn't have to do anything with 
it. 

Today it is important to be 
recognizable… Marco Polo 
resurrected in the past ten 
years! 

 

 

 



Tourism today 

 

Hotel accommodation (camp and apart-villages) 
Yacht/nautical tourism 
Daily tourists 
Private accommodation 
 

  Here it has become normal for every household to own something for 
rent. 

 

OLD TYPE OF TOURISM VS. NEW TYPE OF TOURISM: 

 

The  old kind of tourism is gone. 30 years ago in Luka there were around 
1000 rooms for rent… Mainly Czech people. Today nobody wants to come  
unless you have a weekend house, and you can rent a weekend house… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Traditional island economy 

Traditional: 
Agriculture 

Wine 
Olives 

Cattle - breeding  
Fishing 
Sailing 
Shipbuilding 
Stonemasonry 
 

 TOURISM 
During the war the tourists were gone... and 
people started to return to the old economy. 

 

Vela Luka is living off 
a little bit of 
everything since its 
beginnings. 
Agriculture, old 
vineyards,  olives are 
still here, oil, fishing 
is developed… 

 



 Old settlements in the inland  

 

 



Litoralisation process  

 

 
 



Moving to the coast – in order to rent  

And lots of people have 
house both in Smokvica and 
in Brna and then they rent 
the house in Brna. I would 
also like to have a house in 
Brna, because it could be 
useful… A lot of people in 
Smokvica are into this. Two 
houses – one for rent. 

BUT ALSO: 

There was an old house (in 
Žrnovo)… I renovated it and 
my son sleeps there. But we 
used to rent this house also 
occasionally. And then we 
saw that it is a pity in fact. 
No one will leave the house 
in better condition than it 
was before you gave it to 
him. 

 

 



Economic prosperity  

They work for their companies, they work in the 
fields… They are always busy doing smething, 
going somewhere… and besides all that - they 
are involved in tourism. And, if they are also 
fishing, this is unbelievable - they are so diligent!  

Today everyone lives, more or less, well, because 
everyone, if nothing else, can leave his bed and 
sleep in the kitchen in order to rent.  And then 
he gets the money and the kids have the money. 
Here, everyone has a motorcycle, everyone drives 
a car, everyone has… 

 

 

 



Job opportunities 
 

Lot of people are working as, for example, 
waitress  in  a hotel or bar,  or owning 
their own bar or souvenir shop and also 
offering private accommodation to the 
tourists. The majority of the island 
population is engaged in tourism in one 
way or another... 



 Other job opportunities?  

BUT ALSO 

...the young men, none of them will go serving in 
the hotels. And in the hospitals and in this 
facility, you see, they will lose working force…If 
somebody was worthy, now s/he is  working in the 
cities….   

I had a problem during recent archeological 
excavations, I had problem finding the workers 
(physical workers), because they didn't want to 
work for less than 300 kuna… And we (the 
archeologists) worked for 170 kuna! This is the 
problem …they are not motivated.  

 



Real estates 

The number of real estates involved in trading on the island of Korčula (2005-2010) 



The value of real estates involved in trading on the island of Korčula (2005- 2010) 
 



Advertisment in Pupnat village: 
I am buying old house 



Attitudes toward selling the properties 

 negative 

 
Temporary stay 
Reselling 
Reminder of the 
financial inequality  
Buyer’s mentality 
Fear of losing the 
local cultural identity 
 
 

 

 

positive 

 
Renovation of the 
ruined houses  
 It is better (for the 
house) to belong to 
someone, than to stay 
ruined 
 

 



Negative attitudes toward tourism and 
tourists 

Is this tourism? This is a joke and not tourism. Look at the guests. 
I observe what they are drinking. The French, they occupied the 
hotel, we gave them a three star hotel and in the evening they do 
not drink nothing…not even water.. They are not tourist. It has 
nothing to do with tourism. From long ago it has nothing to do 
with tourism...Nothing has been invested in tourism in the past 
ten years… Marco Polo hotel is now renovated a little bit, this is a 
make up for the privatization process, we are simply sinking, 
sinking… The state has to privatize the Hotelsko … 

Than we said that they would prefer that the tourist just send 
them the money…. and possibly the postman should bring it until 
noon, in order not to disturb them later…. and that in fact they  
do not come..  

 

 



Conclusion 
Positive impacts 

 
Litoralisation 
Economic prosperity 
Selling of the real 
estates  
Job opportunities in 
tourism 

Negative impacts 
 
Litoralisation 
Easy money 
Selling of the real 
estates  
Job opportunities 
MAINLY in tourism  
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